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Sikhism 
 
There were higher than expected entries for this new unit. One area for 
improvement is in response to the part (b) questions which require the development 
of two reasons. Candidates providing three reasons could only be credited for two of 
them, unless one was clearly a development of another reason. Candidates should 
aim to explain two reasons for their point of view as clearly as possible, perhaps by 
putting each reason in separate paragraphs. 
 
Section 1 
This section was attempted successfully in general. However, question 1(d) required 
some reflection over the implications of Sikh teachings about rebirth and Question 
2(d) required some discussion of the theory vs practice of caste among the Sikh 
people today. Centres could incorporate plenaries that provide opportunities to think 
around a topic given that AO2 has increased from 20% to 50% in the new 
specification. 
 
Section 2 
There were some thoughtful responses to 3(d) and 4(d). However, some candidates 
were unable to put forward three reasons why someone might disagree with them. 
One solution is to ask candidates to think of the mirror image and note this opposite 
viewpoint. Only one of the six responses to a part (d) style question needs to be a 
reference to Sikhism. 
 
Section 3 
There were some very good answers to questions 5(c) and 6(c) seen. However, 
answers to 5(b) and 6(b) were less successful.  
 
Section 4 
The section was answered satisfactorily but community cohesion did not appear to 
have been looked at in depth.  
 
Summary 
The answers were pleasing overall. Students demonstrated good knowledge and 
understanding of Sikhism in parts (a) and (c). The quality of some responses provided 
ample evidence of good teaching. 
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Grade boundaries 
 
Grade  Max.  

Mark  
A* A  B  C  D  E  F G 

Raw boundary mark 80 64 55 46 38 31 25 19 13 

Uniform boundary 
mark 

100 90 80  70 60 50 40 30 20 
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